
Fieldwork

Fieldwork combines knowledge with skill and requires children to think about what 
places are like and why, where places are and why, and how they connect to other 
places. Good fieldwork:
• Allows pupils to enquire about places at first-hand.
• Requires pupils to use and practise a range of skills in a variety of contexts.
• Builds core knowledge and a sense of place.
• Has a strong spatial dimension and develops understanding of location.
• Revisits and investigates the same location over time, noting change and different 

aspects of place.
• Visits a range of places near and far and encourages children to look further and 

deeper.
• Develops creative and critical thinking.
• Builds on pupils’ own questions and ideas.
• Often has purposeful outcomes.

From the Royal Geographical Society website



Useful Websites

• Royal Geographical Society - Primary fieldwork (rgs.org)

• Research review series: geography - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• A Summary of Ofsted's Geography Research Report for Primary 
Teachers and Leaders (marcrhayes.com)

• Geography_-_Learning_to_make_a_world_of_difference.doc 
(live.com)

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/primary-fieldwork/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-geography
https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/what-primary-leaders-and-teachers-need-to-know-about-ofsted-s-research-report-in-geography#viewer-9mfc7
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F413722%2FGeography_-_Learning_to_make_a_world_of_difference.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Fieldwork Process

This is the process 
we follow when 
conducting fieldwork 
here at Lawn. This 
makes fieldwork 
purposeful and gives 
children the 
opportunity to ‘think 
like geographers’ 
through a process of 
enquiry. 



Fieldwork Process

Start with 
questioning

Plan how to 
answer this 

question

Collect your 
data

Analyse your 
data

Present your 
data

Communicate 

your results

Evaluate your 
enquiry



EYFS



Examples of EYFS fieldwork starting points

• What natural objects can we find in our environment?

• How can we help someone new find their way around our 
classroom?

• Which is the favourite front door colour on our school’s 
street?

• How many cars fit in our school’s carpark?

• How does the weather affect our playground?



KS1



Examples of Year 1 fieldwork starting points

• Which parts of our school are used most?
• Which is the quickest route from our classroom to the 

playground?
• What changes can be seen on our site through the seasons?
• How can we let visitors know where things are in our school?
• Where is the quietest area of our school?
• Which direction does the wind blow in most of the time?
• What different jobs do people do in our school?



Examples of Year 2 fieldwork starting points

• What different types of transport use our road?

• Where do our pupils come from and how do they get to school?

• What effect does our school have on our street?

• What types of building are in our community?

• How can we let visitors know where things are in our local area?

• Can a street survey help us understand our street?

• What are the predominant sounds in our local area?



LKS2



Examples of Year 3 fieldwork starting points

• What can the ages of houses in our area tell us about the growth 
of our community?

• What facilities are in this area?
• How would a new housing estate change our local area?
• Visit a local construction site. How will this change our area?

• How is land used in our  area?
• How do people feel about living in our community?
• How is speeding controlled in our area?

• Where does the food come from we eat at lunch time?



Examples of Year 4 fieldwork starting points

• How is our school different to another school?
• Do we use too much water in our school?
• Is our local river cleaner than the Thames?
• Which would be the best week/month to book a holiday in?
• How has our local area changed over time?
• How is our local area different to a town centre/rural area?
• What is the environmental quality like of the streets in our 

community?



UKS2



Examples of Year 5 fieldwork starting points

• How does land use differ in ____________ and in our local 
area?

• What is the environmental impact of human actions on our local 
river?

• How do physical/human features differ in ______________ and 
our local area?

• How do people feel about living in __________? Does this differ 
to our local area?

• Which areas are more reliant on tourism?
• How have rivers uses by humans changed over time?
• How can we reduce our plastic waste?



Examples of Year 6 fieldwork starting points

• Does our food need to travel long distances?

• Where is locally farmed food sold?
• Do we import more food than we grow?
• Does climate change have an impact on our locality?

• How could our physical/human landscape support tourism in our 
area?

• What primary, secondary and tertiary businesses are in our 
area?

• How could we develop a local derelict site?



Risk Assessments and Trips

• Geography field trips, even into the local area, are inputted
onto Evolve and authorised in line with our school’s 
guidelines on risk assessments and ratios.  


